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Objectives

1. Develop a plan for park improvements that invite
people to experience the park while preserving the
natural and cultural integrity of the land

2. Update the 2003 Master Plan
* Recreation
* Visitor Services
* |Interpretation
* Operations Analysis

3. Prepare a new Natural Resources Management
Plan



Key Considerations

The park is a unique cultural and natural landscape that
doesn’t harness the full experiential potential of its
assets.

The park is not well known.

The park is on the Mississippi River but has limited
connectivity to the water.

Visitors love the trails, but the offerings are also limited.
The natural resources in the park are impacted by
forces outside the park boundary.



Cultural Landscape Overview
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Cultural Landscape Overview

POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT VERNACULAR
LANDSCAPE
+ The McCarriel’s Mill

- period of significance 1854 - 1932
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Cultural Landscape Overview
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Cultural Landscape Overview

THE LAKE RISES: EARLY EURO-AMERICAN SETTLEMENT
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Cultural Landscape Overview

THE RIVER RISES: LOCKS AND DAMS, CE 1929-1972
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Natural Resource Overview
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Natural Resource Overview

D Spring Lake Park Reserve
Land Type of the Mississippi River (1890s)
Agriculture
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Natural Resource Overview




Natural Resource Overview
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Natural Resource Overview
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Natural Resource Overview
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Natural Resource Overview
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Natural Resource Overview

Issues & Opportunities

Human D|stur-"» i

Native Plant Diversity

* ‘Invasive Species

e lLack of Past Management
s~ Ravine Erosion

*  Climate Change




Existing Condit
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Existing Conditions
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Existing Conditions
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xisting Conditions
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Service Area

SERVICE AREA
HIGHLIGHTS
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Service Area Demographics
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Recreation Trends

Regional Benchmarking

1. Running / Jogging / Trail Running 1. Lebanon Hills Regional Park — recreation and amenities
2. Freshwater, Saltwater, & Fly Fishing 2. Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Park Reserve — natural resource
3. Road, Mountain & BMX Biking preservation
4. Hiking & Walking 3. William O'Brien State Park — similar cultural & natural resources
9. Car, Backyard, & RV Camping 4. Marine Mill = similar cultural resource
5. He Mni Can, Barn Bluff — cultural resource management
6. Fort Snelling State Park — cultural landscape & recreation
7. Minneopa State Park — natural resources & bison



Community Engagement
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Community Engagement
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Community Engagement
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Open House

Sl
ql#\gre.

Would love

more/ longer

We need to have Y hiking trails

a better located
boat ramp

Add mountain bike
single track trails. [t
would help keeps kids
active and encourage
others to try it as well

Would be cool to
have nature play!

Social Pinpoint

bathrooms at the
Gathering Center.

Add more family
activities, free
concerts & plays.

Extend hours to

access the

Don’t promote it too
much. Masses of people
are not necessarily the

best metric for the best

park ever,

Such a
beautiful view.
It is amazing.

The addition of
single-track
mountain bike
trails.

Survey Monkey

What about events
for adults with
disabilities

How about an
amphitheater?

Pop-up Events

We love the
solitude of the
park

Better signage
is needed

There is not enough
to do at Dakota
County Parks

Stakeholder Meetings



Key Considerations

The park is a unique cultural and natural landscape that
doesn’t harness the full experiential potential of its
assets.

The park is not well known.

The park is on the Mississippi River but has limited
connectivity to the water.

Visitors love the trails, but the offerings are also limited.
The natural resources in the park are impacted by
forces outside the park boundary.



Vision Update

2003 Master Plan Vision:

Create a park reserve that focuses on preserving the
ecological and cultural integrity of the land while providing
appropriate recreational and educational opportunities.

Draft Updated Vision:

Spring Lake Park Reserve is a regional destination where
visitors experience integral relationships between humans and
the changing landscape, inspiring respect to gquide present and
future needs.



Guiding Principles Update

2003 Master Plan:

1. Address Spring Lake Park as a “Reserve” with a
maximum development footprint of 20% of the park
land.

2. Balance ecological, cultural resource protection
with recreation and education.

3. Maximizes educational opportunities and tell the
story of the park’s cultural and ecological history.

4. Celebrate the park’s river context in terms of
regional, state, and federal riverway designations.

5. Evaluates existing and future uses from a regional
perspective.

6. Is practical and can be implemented and identifies
priorities and strategies for implementation.

/. Consider innovative approaches to combine
recreational and educational activities with
preservation and protection.

Draft Update (Abbreviated):

1.

Protect and manage natural resources. Respect
Spring Lake Park as a ‘reserve” with a
maximum development footprint of 20% of the
park.

Be a gateway to the treasures of the Mississippi
River Valley. Preserve and enhance existing
habitat for birds and wildlife, preserve bluff
views, and give visitors access.

Become a regional, four — season destination.
Connect to the regional tourism network.

Celebrate the rich cultural heritage of the area.
Maximize educational opportunities to tell the
past, present and future stories of the park’s
assets.

Integrate Ecological, Cultural, Educational and
Recreational Experiences. Consider innovative
approaches to integrate recreational and
educational activities with resource protection.

Provide Inclusive, Memorable, and Relevant
Experiences for All.



December 3 — Update to Physical Development
Committee

December — Refine issues, opportunities, vision and
guiding principals

Winter 2020 — Concept Development

March — Next Planning Commission Update



Questions and Discussion



1.

Are there key issues and opportunities that are not
identified that you feel are important for guiding the
development of plan alternatives in the next phase of
the project?

Do you feel the draft vision and quiding principles
capture the unique qualities of this park? Do you feel
they will serve as a foundation for development of the
Master Plan and Natural Resources Management
Plan? Do you have suggestions for changes or
additions?



